Unilateral ptosis as an initial manifestation of D-penicillamine induced myasthenia gravis.
We describe 2 patients presenting with isolated unilateral ptosis without other signs of cranial or peripheral nerve involvement or sympathetic denervation. Both patients (one case of progressive systemic sclerosis and one of rheumatoid arthritis) were currently taking D-penicillamine. In these cases, the ptosis was reversed a few minutes after a Tensilon test, hallmark of myasthenia gravis. Antibodies to acetylcholine receptors were present. Myasthenia gravis should be suspected with ptosis without other cranial nerve involvement or miosis, even if the ptosis is unilateral. Thus, unilateral ptosis can be the first manifestation of a toxic side reaction to D-penicillamine.